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What is a Community Heritage Register? 

A Community Heritage Register is a planning tool within the Local Government Act (secGon 598 -1) that 
allows a local government to formally idenGfy historic resources so that they may be integrated into land 
use planning processes.   

It is an official list of places recognized by the Regional District as having heritage value. Heritage 
Registers can include only one lisGng, or have hundreds of lisGngs.  

Heritage resources listed on it may be idenGfied during day-to-day planning acGviGes, nominaGon by the 
public or from other sources. Heritage sites and resources can be anything that has heritage value, 
including buildings, structures, landscapes, industrial sites, trees, streetscapes, and community events. 

Being listed on a heritage register does not mean that the property is protected, simply that it is formally 
recognized as a heritage resource by the RDCK. 

What are the benefits of a Community Heritage Register? 

๏ Provides legal heritage status - properGes listed on a heritage register are eligible for powerful 
heritage incenGve tools within the Local Government Act 

๏ Provides eligibility for special provisions within the BC Building Code (AlternaGve SoluGons) 

๏ Enhances community sustainability by integraGng heritage conservaGon acGviGes into the planning 
process 

๏ Provides formal recogniGon which demonstrates community pride, enhances appreciaGon and raise 
awareness about the places that maXer to a community 

๏ Provides public access to property owners, potenGal buyers and the general public to informaGon 
about the heritage value of individual properGes  

๏ Allows a local government to consider and, if necessary, undertake protecGve acGon such as 
temporarily withholding demoliGon and building permits and ordering heritage inspecGons 

๏ Is a condiGon for eligibility for many granGng and funding programs such as Heritage BC’s Heritage 
Legacy Fund. 
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What does a Community Heritage Register NOT do? 
 
๏ It does not imply protecGon (designaGon) of the property 

๏ It does not imply any costs to the local government 

๏ It does not imply any costs to property owners 

๏ It does not limit a property owner’s ability to make changes to their listed property 

How is the Community Heritage Register managed? 

๏ The Heritage Register is established by Board of Directors resoluGon. 

๏ A resoluGon from the Board of Directors is required to add or remove a property from the Heritage 
Register. 

๏ In order for a heritage resource to be listed on a Community Heritage Register, it should meet the 
criteria established by the BriGsh Columbia Register of Historic Places (BCRHP) documentaGon 
standards. 

๏ Planning Staff must noGfy the BCRHP of any new lisGngs or amendments to the Community Heritage 
Register. Upon each noGficaGon they must indicate the reasons why the heritage resource is 
considered to have heritage value or heritage character. This is done by filling out and submi^ng a 
form. 

๏ Planning Staff administers the Heritage Register in accordance with the above legislaGve 
requirements and maintains records for listed heritage resources. 

๏ Planning Staff is o_en aided by a Community Heritage Commission or Heritage Advisory CommiXee 
to evaluate nominaGons or changes to the Heritage Register and to help the RDCK or property 
owners gather research about idenGfied or potenGal heritage resources.

https://heritagebc.ca/learning-centre/community-heritage-register-a-resource-guide/community-heritage-register-real-property/
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/british-columbians-our-governments/our-history/historic-places/documents/heritage/bcrhp_historic_site_form-current-march_2019.pdf

